
The Bear Branch Trail Association (BBTA) has started a pilot test along NorthPark Drive to determine the best 
way to treat vines that are choking the growth of trees in Kingwood. 

Numerous complaints from residents about vines “taking over” and “killing trees” have prompted an investigation 
by the BBTA board.  Michelle Stallman, BBTA President, met with Diana Foss, an Urban Wildlife Biologist with Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department to examine the pros and cons of the vines and the BBTA’s options for treating them.  

Their investigation determined that five different vine species inhabit the area: rattan, greenbrier, Caroline Jessa-
mine, poison ivy and grape vines. All these are native to Texas. In some cases, these vines are growing so densely 
that their weight is snapping limbs off smaller trees and forming a dense ground cover that keeps saplings from grow-
ing. Certain invasive non-native vines should be removed. 

Ms. Foss also pointed out that vines have benefits. They provide food for many species of wildlife. They provide 
escape connections between trees for squirrels, and cover and nesting areas for birds. They also help block traffic 
noise while providing a lush, green look (in season) for humans. 

Before Kingwood was developed, the dense forest canopy and periodic fires that swept the forest floor kept vines 
in check. “Also, vine shoots provided a major food source for deer,” said Ms. Foss at a presentation to the Joint King-
wood Trail Association meeting on February 21 2008. “Deer grazed on young vines and kept them down”. However, 

the development of Kingwood upset this delicate balance. Wherever streets and 
utility easements have broken the dense forest canopy, sunlight reaches the 
ground and accelerates the growth of vines. At the same time, the deer population 
has been reduced and we can no longer let fires burn uncontrolled.  
Ms. Foss recommended against using herbicides for vine control because of the 
proximity of vine roots to tree roots. Treating the vines could kill the trees. She 
outlined four alternatives for the BBTA board.    
 1)    Do nothing. Allow the vines to grow naturally. 
 2)    Machete the vines at the bases of trees.  
 3)    Machete the vines in a wider circle around trees. 
 4)    Remove as many vines as possible in an area and replant with native trees.  
The BBTA board has chosen to test several of Ms. Foss’ options on NorthPark 
Drive, including the use of approved herbicides, depending upon the severity of 
the vine problem. The Board hopes to find the most cost-effective way to encour-
age tree seedlings to grow while maintaining the area’s aesthetics, as well as 
minimizing the disturbance to wildlife and residents. The test began in March and 
took place along the south side of NorthPark Drive on BBTA property between 

Meadow Springs and Brookdale Drive. Other Kingwood Trail Associations will follow closely the results of this test. 
 A Cherry Picker was used to trim and remove the vines that have covered trees and prevented new healthy 

tree growth. Once the area is opened up, we will insure that appropriate trees and other vegetation will be planted.  
BBTA is responsible for the maintenance and preservation of the greenbelt areas within the borders of Kingwood 
Drive, Woodland Hills Drive, NorthPark Drive and West Lake Houston Parkway in Kingwood. The trails within the vil-
lages of Bear Branch, Hunters’ Ridge, Kings Crossing, Kings Forest and Kings Forest Estates are under the jurisdic-
tion of the Association. 

At stake in this venture is the future of the forest that attracted people to Kingwood. If young trees cannot re-
place mature trees, our children and the next generation of residents will be deprived.  
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Cherry Picker at work along 
NorthPark removing vines and 
trimming trees to allow for new 

growth  
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 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

May 2008 

 
 

Michele Stallman         President Safety Director / Trail Walker 
Ed Letscher      Vice-President Trail Walker 
Steve Wischoff      Secretary Encroachment / Trail Walker 
Ray Anderson              Treasurer Community Relations / Newsletter 
Joseph Frey Jr.   Maintenance / Violations 
Clayton Jones   Trail Walker / Trees 
Larry Polich   Trail Walker 
Bob Rehak   Trail Walker 
Nancy Wallace   Trail Walker / Fences 

The following is a short recap of the rules and regulations governing the use of the As-
sociation greenbelts. This listing is not meant to supercede the official Declarations, Cove-
nants, Conditions, and Restrictions, but to be used as a reference for residents. 
 

1. The greenbelts are considered as nature areas, not a park. 
2. Unauthorized alterations and/or modifications including digging, cutting of trees or shrubs, adding 

synthetic material is strictly prohibited. Therefore, graffiti, construction of motorbike/bicycle racing 
tracks, forts, skateboard ramps, gazebos, gardens, and woodpiles, etc. are prohibited. 

3. All motor vehicles, including motorized scooters, except for maintenance vehicles or those specifi-
cally authorized, are not allowed on greenbelt property. 

4. The disposal of trash, grass clippings, tree limbs and trunks, garbage, landscaping materials, or other 
litter is strictly forbidden. Offenders will be charged for the clean-up costs incurred by the Associa-
tion. 

5. Owners of property adjoining the greenbelts may clear undergrowth and trees with a trunk diameter 
of less than two inches from greenbelt property for a distance of three feet only from their property 
line. However, no construction or alteration of the contour of the land is permitted. These owners 
may, if desired, clear a single path not more that three feet in width between their property and the 
greenbelt trail. This pathway cannot be paved or edged with logs, stones, or other synthetic materials. 

6. The fences along Woodland Hills and NorthPark Drive are Association property; damage sustained 
to these fences will cause the offender to be charged for repairs. 

7. The possession or use of firearms, including pellet or BB guns on greenbelt property is prohibited. 
8. Dogs, or other pets on the greenbelt must be leashed. (The City of Houston enacted an Ordinance on 

December 22, 2003 that requires  “each person in control of a dog or cat to promptly remove and dis-
pose, in a sanitary manner, feces left by such dog or cat.”  Thus if you walk the trails you should 
carry and use materials to pick up and dispose of droppings. If you are convicted of a violation, the 
fine can range from $75 to more than $500) 

9. Absolutely nothing may be planted on Association greenbelt property without prior approval from 
the Board of Directors. 

10. Open fires, the burning of benches, bridges, fences, or causing damage to trees is strictly prohibited 
and offenders will be prosecuted. 

Vines choking trees and preventing new tree 
growth underneath the canopy.  



Bear Branch Trail Association  Budget for 2008       
     How your Assessment Dollars are spent    
    
 Accounting and Administration   $    27,440   $        9  13% 
 Contract Maintenance     $    43,065   $      13  20% 
 Additional Trail Maintenance    $    33,245   $      11  16% 
 Trail Mosquito Fogging    $      8,800   $        3    4% 
 Dead Tree Removal       $    47,000   $      15  21% 
 Reserve & New Construction Requirements  $    55,826   $      17  26% 
    
 Total Budget      $  215,376    100% 
 Less Interest Income Earned    $   (17,070) 
   
        $  198,306   $      68  Assessment Amount 

�������
��������

��������

Dear 

Residents 
If you would like to 
volunteer some of 
your time to  Bear 
Branch Trail Associa-
tion, please contact us 
care of Kingwood 
Association Manage-
ment (KAM) for 
more information.         

Phone 281-359-1102  

Maps of the green-
belts and the King-
wood community are 
available at no charge 
from the KAM office 
at Suite 104, 1102 
Kingwood Drive.  

Visit our website at 
kingwoodserviceasso-
ciation.com. to view 
the documents related 
to Bear Branch Trail 
Association. 

 



 We strive to maintain  a safe, enjoyable, and attrac-
tive amenity  for all to enjoy. Please contact us if you 
notice anything that could be a danger to trail users. 
Broken tree limbs can happen at any time due to rain 
and windy conditions. Give us a call at 281-359-1102 
or FAX at 281-359-8067 with details and we will re-
spond promptly. You may also e-mail the office at 
ethel@kingwoodassociationmanagement.org. Get to 
know the community, walk the trails, enjoy the out-
doors, and please keep your pets on leashes 
.Ride Friendly – Bicyclists should give an audible 
warning before overtaking pedestrians.  A simple state-
ment such as “passing on your left (right)” will do.  A 
bicycle bell is a traditional signal. 
 Ride Safely – The Texas Code of Laws says that any-
one under the age of 18 MUST wear head protection 
while riding a bicycle.        
Cell Phone Tips - If you need emergency assistance 
while on our trails keep in mind that 911 call takers 
cannot always locate your exact location from a cell 
phone.  We and our sister trails have marked the block 
numbers of the streets by our trail entrances to enable 
you to help Emergency Services respond quickly.  
Be Thoughtful – Please take your trash home or place it 
in one of the trash receptacles located on the trails.  A 
special thanks to all those conscientious walkers who 
carry plastic bags to pick up debris on the trail that has 
been carelessly discarded. 

Some of the vines removed from the trees between the 
sidewalk and the concrete fence along NorthPark as pa rt 

of the Bear Branch Trail  Reforestation Project 
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The Bear Branch Trail Association Board of Direc-
tors normally meet monthly on the fourth Wednesday of the 
month at the Bear Branch Community Room, 3215 Cedar 
Knolls Drive at 7:00 p.m. All residents are invited to attend 
and share suggestions with the Board 


